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   February  2011 

The Boy Scout Troop #1 and Cub Scout Pack #1 collected and 
donated a 1,000 pounds of food for the Prescott Community 
Cupboard Food Bank. Go Troop and Pack #1!!  

Photos courtesy of Rachel Buckley   

A thousand pounds of 
food line the hallway 

wall at the Community 
Cupboard. 

Suburban is loaded 
and ready to deliver. 
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Another holiday season 
has passed and we are 
in the quieter time 
between Christmas and 
Easter.  It’s the dead of 
winter – bitter cold 
outside, and things are 

in hibernation (though Don and I caught 
a little hummingbird at the feeder outside 
yesterday, so we’re trying to provide food 
for the little guy – didn’t he get the 
message to go south)? 
 
Life cycles are a significant part of who 
we are as humans, and as I find myself 
coming out of a pretty strong period of 
grief over my mom’s death during this 
past Christmas, I have an even greater 
sense for - and appreciation of - the joy 
of living.  We have to go through the bad 
��������������������	���
�������
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cold to appreciate the warmer days.  I 
don’t know about you, but I find serious 
comfort in the fact that things do go in 
cycles – sooner or later, it gets better. 
As a congregation, we can say we know 
this truth as well.  Not long ago, we went 
through a pretty rough time, but there’s 
little evidence of it these days.  Many 
people stayed for the annual meeting 
last Sunday, and lingered over coffee 
and dessert after the meal.  I noticed that 
no one seemed in too great a hurry to 
leave, and I thought about how much like 
a loving family we have become for one 

another.  We like each other’s company – 
and this is even more important – we 
welcome others into our circle.  Visitors 
come back again to be part of a 
community that seems happy to see 
them.  We are slowly gaining new 
members and friends, and the stability of 
this growth pattern feels good. 
 
We’ve turned a corner, and we’re now 
strong enough as a church to seriously 
consider what our mission is in this world 
and to become more active in putting 
ourselves out there doing God’s work.  
You’ve been asked to prayerfully 
consider some suggested mission 
statements – once you share your vision 
with us, the leadership team will take a 
good look at our ministry and the bylaws, 
and begin to reconstruct the 
infrastructure of our church’s ways of 
working so that we might be more 
efficient and effective in service to others 
for God.  It’s time to move forward… 
 
We’re coming out of the cold into the 
warm Light, and this New Year is shining 
with possibilities.   Praise God that we 
have hope, community, and willing 
leaders – all the elements in place – to 
continue to grow in faith, 
Spirit and action in a 
world that is waiting to 
know what God’s Love 
is all about.   
Peace, dear Friends…  

Mac-N-Cheese, Please…. 
The Prescott Community Cupboard is in need of boxes of  
Macaroni and Cheese, a favorite among the young and young at heart. 
You can bring your “Mac-N-Cheese” donation to church and place in the 
plastic bins near the entrance.  Thank you! 

���������	
�������
���� by Pastor Jane Cheek �
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past, more organizations are utilizing our 
church and we’re working on a Mission 
Statement and reviewing the FCC By-
laws.  Those issues should keep us busy 
for a while, but there are other things to 
address.   
 
While our community participation is 
growing it’s time to spend some quality 
time thinking about expanding our activi-
ties through the lay activity experienced 
recently by several members of our 
church family.  The Lay Academy is an 
educational event sponsored by the 
Southwest Conference and you can talk 
with Betty Bergthold, Barbara McClure, 
Kris Chatfield, John and Julie McCurdy, 
Anne Solt or Pete Norum if you’d like to 
find out what goes on at the seminar.  
The next Lay Academy session will be 
held in Phoenix on March 18-19 at the 
Beatitudes Campus.   
  
The facilitator will be Rev. Jane Fisler 
Hoffman, an ordained United Church of 
Christ minister, previous interim confer-
ence minister of the Southern California / 
Nevada Conference, and former confer-
ence minister of the Illinois Conference. 
She received her M.Div. from Eden The-
ological Seminary.  The topic for the 
seminar and the text being used will be 
"Covenant" written by Rev. Hoffman. The 
book, which will be furnished to all class 
participants, contains nine thought-
provoking sessions that explore the con-
cept of covenant as it relates to: the He-
brew Testament, Jesus Christ, God, our 

UCC heritage, the wider UCC, autonomy, 
and more.   
 
There is also the Progressive Christianity 
meeting that happens on Monday eve-
nings at 6:30 pm.  The group is up to ten 
typically attending and the current agen-
da focuses on Walter Brueggeman’s 
overview of Exodus, Luke and other bibli-
cal passages that provoke much thought 
and discussion.  Please take advantage 
��� ������ ����	�
������� 
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you’ll be glad you did. 
 
These extracurricular activities are just a 
couple of opportunities to expand one’s 
thinking and understanding that “God is 
Still Speaking” and why that phrase 
means so much.  I personally didn’t even 
think about attending the Monday night 
group until Betty came home so excited 
about the group’s enthusiasm and in 
depth conversations.  After about three 
months of staying home I finally gave up 
on being so stubborn about it and attend-
ed one night.  I haven’t missed since un-
less I was out of town.  Oh, you can rec-
ord Monday night football if that’s an ex-
��������� ���� 
�����
���� �� �
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now I have the benefit of both available 
to me. 
 
The invariable mark of wisdom is to see 
the miraculous in the common, said 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. We are common 
people trying to gain wisdom through the 
understanding of the Written Word and 
those who have interpreted the Word 
over the years.  As long as we continue 
to study and learn we are growing and 
that’s really all that matters in the long 
run.  At least that’s my goal in life as I 
turn the corner into those golden years. 
 
 

�����
����������
�� �by Gordon Bergthold, Moderator �
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by Ruth Auchenbach, Christian Education Committee  

Thanks to all those who answered our 
church questionnaire concerning its 
library. We are beginning to make 
revisions and will keep you informed as 
to our actions. 
 
First: With the preparations of Sunday 
School combined in part with our adult 
church service, we have purchased 
about 20-25 children’s books available in 
our library on a separate small bookcase. 
There is a check-out note book for 
children and adults to write their names, 
telephone number, title of book(s) taken 
and date taken. It is an honor system. 
We hope you will return anything you 
check out within two weeks.  
 
Second: We are “weeding” out all the 
adult materials, keeping a general 
reference section of Bible commentaries, 
dictionaries, indexes, but discarding old 
fiction, non-fiction with obsolete copyright 
dates plus books heavily marked with 
yellow markers and marginal notations.  
 
Members and others of our congregation 
who wanted opportunity to take home 
discards of importance to them, will find a 
single table in Perkins Hall each Sunday 
and at meetings in the Church with the 
“give away” books on it. Help yourself.  
 
Eventually we hope to have a book trunk 
in Perkins Hall during fellowship’s coffee 

hour following Sunday 
services for members 
to be able to check out 
books. The same will 
be true for meetings at 
the Church.  
 

The following are books purchased for 
children: 
 
· Amigo by Byrd Baylor 
· Circle of Wonder by Scott Momaday 
· Christopher the Holy Giant,              

 by Tomi de Paola 
· The Desert is Theirs, by Byrd Baylor 
· Everybody Needs a Rock,  

 by Byrd Baylor 
· The Legend of Old Befana,  

 by Tomi de Paola 
· The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush, 

 by Tomi de Paola 
· The Legend of the Blue Bonnet, 

 by Tomi de Paola 
· Luka and the Fire of Life,  

 by Salman Rushdie 
· Len Popo, A Red Riding Hood Story 

from China by Ed Young 
· God said “Amen”,    

 by Sandy Eisenburg Sasso 
· The Grandpa Tree, by Mike Donahue 
· The Man Who Planted Trees,  

 by Jean Gione - an adult, young 
 adult book 

· Owl Babies, by Martin Weddell 
· Roxaboxen, by Alice McLerran  
· The Stone Cutter,   

 by Gerald McDermott 
· The Unbreakable Code,  

 by Sara Hoagland Hunter  
· The Sandwich Swap with  

 Kelly DiPucchio 
· Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge 

 by Mem Fox  
· Where Do People Go When They 

Die? By Mindy Avra Portnoy  
· The Mouse Couple, A Hopi Folktale, 

 by Ekkehart Malotki Page  
 

��������	
������	����
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������������������ �by Joanne Storer,  
Women’s Fellowship Chair �

The Women's Fellowship report was in 
the end of year report, discussed at our 
potluck/church meeting held on January 
30th. 
 
I would like to thank each of you for 
taking part and assisting with our 
activities through out the year. I believe 
we had a good year.  

On February 4, we have been invited to 
Pastor Jane's home for lunch (remember 
to RSVP), we will be discussing plans for 
this Spring, Summer, Fall and 
Winter.  Please think of when you would 
like to co-chair or assist with specific 
events. We will set up a date for a 
meeting in March to finalize our year’s 
activities. 

�
	����������������������
��
�
	�����	
��	��
�  

Back Row LtoR: Pete Norum, Betty Bergthold,  
Barbara McClure, John McCurdy, and Kris Chatfield. 

Front Row LtoR: Anne Solt and Julie McCurdy 

����������	�
����
���������
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Several FCC members attended 
the Lay Academy seminar which is 
second in a series of five for this 
year, is sponsored by the 
Southwest Conference. The 
purpose of the seminars is to 
provide a program for lay leaders 
in UCC churches to receive further 
training and understanding of the 
Bible, of UCC programs and 
doctrine.   
 
The next Lay Academy session will 
be held in Phoenix on March 18-19 
at the Beatitudes Campus.   

Other news: Julie McCurdy remains 
Treasurer and Al Beeson has assumed 
the duties of Chair. 
 
The special efforts of the FCC Packer 
teams contributed to these new records 
and is very much appreciated"     

At the Community Cupboard's annual 
meeting held in Perkins Hall on Saturday, 
January 29 it was announced that in 
2010 we set a new record by putting up 
4667 orders, that served 16,024 people 
and issued food in the amount of 115,500 
lbs. In comparison: 2009 those totals 
were 4040 orders, 14,126 people and 
97,176 lbs. 

by Al Beeson  
Prescott CommunityCupboard Chair �
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DIACONATE:  
No January Meeting 
 
TRUSTEE:   
A. Old Business: 

1.  Heat in old choir room AZ Heating 
& Cooling Done @ $200. The wall to 
seal choir room from other areas in 
south side basement is 95% 
complete by R Brown, electrical 
modifications made as needed and 
to get Choir room sump on circuit 
that is not on any switches. Ok 
adding plastic barrier to seal other 
unfinished areas. 

2. Sanctuary Bell Tower: Rick Brown 
to add retractable ladder, replace 
trap door. The  results of caulking 
project on the Bell Tower have 
seemed to stop the leak.  

3. Discussed status: exterior doors 
Sanctuary/Perkins Hall complex  
Lower rear door basement broken, 
Review next steps exterior doors 
repair/replace. Also repair of Office 
Porch using Trex are both  R. Brown 
projects. 

4. Status: Sound system move and 
installation of enclosure, still need to 
fix 1. lack of remote view of 
Sanctuary services in Perkins hall 
[needs about 2 hrs of work to fix.] 
Stain new roll top desk, The 
Trustees will have a work party 
on Saturday  Jan 22 nd at 9:00 am.,  
pre-meet planning meeting at the 
Lone Spur Restaurant at about 8:15 
am. 

B:  New Business:   
1. Discuss installation small speakers 

in pews, 2 [?] sections: John Huff 
purchased [$80] a wireless speaker 

set [2 ea] and we are looking for a 
head set to test functionality on the 
system. If it passes test we most 
likely get another speaker set so we 
have 4 speakers to mount in a pew. 

2. Painting Office Bldg: Mathus 
awarded bid job $9650 status, gutter 
install $1670 after paint. Bid is still 
needed  on Painting new gutter and 
front security door. We can expect 
weather related delays. 

3. Sanctuary Cooling project: Study: 
either 1). increase efficiency of Evap 
Air, 2). A/C installation or 3). 
combination of both. The Trustees 
will ask each vendor to re look at 
increased efficiencies of evap air.  

4. Discussed design & installation of 
railing(s) from Chancel to Sanctuary 
floor. John Huff to handle.  

5. Discuss snow removal at FCC w/
Scott Snow Removal..job done w/ 
problems. New vendor Landcraft will 
submit bid for: a. plow of lot using 
tractors [back hoe] b. hand shovel of 
sidewalks and steps include front of 
Office Bldg. We will terminate 
contract w/Scott Snow Removal. 

6. Ok'd John Huff to purchase and 
FCC to reimburse a $40 book 
“Church Sound Systems” 

7. The broken railing on Alarcon side 
of Sanctuary/Perkins Hall [steps to 
kitchen ] to be welded by John Huff. 

8. All agreed to maintain Trustee 
assignments/duties for 2011 just as 
they were in 2010. 

9. New Trustee member? We 
understand we may have an 
interested member in Don 
Stephens.  
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Second Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. 
Join us for the next Agape on February 9  

in Perkins Hall. 

Please join us for a concert performed by  
the Award Winning 

����������	
����

��
(Prescott’s Own Sweet Adelines Group) 

February 13, 2011  3:00 p.m. 
Held at the First Congregational Church 

The public is Welcome! 
(Love offering will be taken) 

�����������	
���
�	������  

A celebration of Martha's life will be on Saturday,  
February 19, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Las Fuentes Retirement Resort,  

1035 Scott Drive, Prescott. Please join us in honoring Martha's life as she 
touched many people during her 88 years on this earth.  

Jay and Marilyn Eby have faithfully served as Ushers for our church for 
the past two years!  While there have been others who have helped fill 
in on occasion, we need a few members to take a regular, consistent  
part in this very important ministry of our worship.  Please see either Jay 
or Marilyn if you are interested – and thanks to those who have already 
signed up for the coming month.  
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���������
������� 	by Betty Bergthold, Mission Chair 

�������
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Please join us for prayer, meditation and song at the Taizé Service  

every first & third Thursday of the month at 7 pm . 

· In December we had a collection for the Christmas Fund. It was very well supported 
by our congregation. We raised $1,409.59 for this worthy cause. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

 
· In January we put out a box to collect new items to be used for prizes at S.N.A.P. 

(Special Needs Activity Program). Two gifts have been collected so far. The box will 
remain out during February as well, then we will turn in the items. 

 
· February 6, Hannah Lusk will present a program on her mission trip to Malawi, 

���
�
������
����
���
�����
������������
�� �
�����
��
�����������
����!�"#�$ �������
will also be a basket out for cash donations when Hannah gives her presentation. 

 
· If you like to sew, contact Judy Ely or Betty Bergthold regarding making simple 

dresses for little girls in Africa. Or if you don’t sew anymore and have some material 
we could use, please let us know.  

 
Proposed calendar of giving opportunities for 2011 
 Jan. through Dec. Community Cupboard 
 Jan.  SNAP 
 Feb.   Hannah Lusk’s mission trip to Africa 
 Mar.  One Great Hour of Sharing 
 April Blanket Sunday 
 May Strengthen the Church  
 June Discovery Gardens 
 July --- 
 Aug.  Prescott Area Women’s Shelter 
 Sept. Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 Oct.  Neighbors in Need and possible Fair Trade Gathering 
 Nov. OCC (Shoe box ministry) 
 Dec. Christmas Fund 
 
Remember that this is a smorgasbord of giving opportunities. Jump with both feet on 
the ones that warm your heart and feel free to overlook the ones that don’t float your 
boat!  
 
The Mission Committee thanks Betty Corn for her years of hard work and good ideas 
as she retires from our committee. Bev Summers has agreed to serve with us in her 
stead. Many thanks to all who serve and give in many ways! 
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February Worship Leaders 
 

Lay Readers  
6th:  Christy Dinsman 
13th: Pete Norum 
20th: Don Storer 
27th: Sherry Hager 
 
 
 

Ushers 
6th:   The Boy Scouts Troop #1 
13th:  Paul Sandstrom & John McCurdy 
20th:  Phil & Murl Preble 
27th:  Don & Joanne Storer 
 
Greeters  
6th:  Ron & Anne Solt, Wayne Lance 
13th: Lil Jorgenson, Joanne Lussier and 
  Sylvia Staats 
20th: Betty Corn, Roland & Carolyn  
  Woods 
27th: Jim & Kay Gilpin & Family 
 
 
 

Offering Counters 
Pete Norum 
Sherry Hager 
Al Beeson 
Ron Solt 
 
 

 
Communion Servers 
Judy & Brett Ely 
 

 
 

Coffee Host (Signup in Perkins Hall) 
6th: 
13th: 
20th: 
27th: 

Altar Flowers/Wheelchair 
6th:   
13th: FCC in celebration of  
  Katrine McCormick birthday 
20th: 
27th: 

 

 
Statistics 

  Attendance       Offerings  
12/05 67 $4,970.00 
12/12 65 1,899.50 
12/19 72 1,880.00 
12/24 — 816.59 
12/26 35 896.00 
 
Total Avg. 59 $10,462.09 

02/11 Phil Preble 
02/12 Thomas Robbins 
02/13 Ainsley Lloyd 
02/13 Kahla Wilson 
02/15 Lillian Jorgenson 
02/17 Dorothy Jordan 
02/27 Samantha Cook 
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Church Leadership Team 
Continued 

 

Church Missions 
 Betty Bergthold, Chair 
 Bev Summers 
 Sherry Hager 
 
Woman’s Fellowship 
 Joanne Storer, Chair 
 Sherry Hager, Vice Chair 
 Sylvia Staats, Treasurer 
 Gerri Lyons, Kitchen 
  
Foundation   
 Tom Lloyd, President 
 Dr. Billie Alarie, Vice President 
 Al Beeson, Trustee Chair 
 Phil Preble, Treasurer 
 Jay Eby, Secretary  
  

Church Staff 
Licensed Minister Pastor Jane Cheek 
Office Administrator Holly Houston 
Director of Music Jane Lawler  
Organist Carole Sue Linson 
Custodian Bill Linson 

Church Leadership Team 
 
 

Cabinet 
Moderator Gordon Bergthold 
Moderator Elect Don Storer  
Treasurer Sylvia Staats 
Clerk Sherry Hager 
Trustee Chair Al Beeson 
Deaconate Chair Julie McCurdy 
Christian Ed Chair Barbara McClure 
Church Missions Chair Betty Bergthold 
Pastor Parish Relations Christy Dinsman 
Member at Large John McCurdy 
 

Christian Education 
 Barbara McClure, Chair 
 Gerri Lyons 
 Jane Cheek 
 Ruth Auchenbach 
  

Church Vitality  
 Anne Solt 
 Kathy Stephens 
 

Diaconate 
 Julie McCurdy, Chair 
 Judy Ely 
   

Pastor Parish Relations   
 Christy Dinsman 
 
Stewardship    
 Don Storer 
 Betty Bergthold 
 Ron Solt 
  
   

Trustees 
 Al Beeson, Chair 
 John McCurdy, Vice Chair 
 Chuck Jarvi, Bldg & Grounds 
 Don Stephens 
 John Huff, Multimedia System 

��������	��
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

216 E. Gurley Street 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 445-4555   
Fax: (928) 445-4556 

www.FccUccPrescott.org 
office@FccUccPrescott.org 

 

The Parish Caller is published 
monthly. Our newsletter is also 
available online at 
www.FccUccPrescott.org. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
216 E GURLEY ST 
PRESCOTT AZ  86301 
 

 

We are what we believe we are.  
 

~ C. S. Lewis 


