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Beginning in January the “Knit Wits” knitting group will meet in the church office’s 

conference room and knit (Crochet) for a charitable cause.  
Contact Donna Bauman for more information at  778-4153. 

Join us  
the First and Third Tuesday of each month at 1:00  

in the conference room. 
 

A lovely wreath hangs on the door of my 
office. I won it in a raffle before 
Christmas, and put it up in the middle of 
December.   A small tree decorated with 
handmade ornaments sits on a table by 
the door.  On my desk, there is a tiny, 
stuffed cloth Christmas tree with a silly 
face and lots of glitter on it. It’s now the 
end of January, and all my Christmas 
stuff is still in place in my office.  I know 
I’m a little slow to follow through on some 
things, but I’m just not ready to “put 
Christmas away” yet.  Not yet… 
 
Celebrating Christmas as a pastor is very 
different than celebrating Christmas as a 
member of a congregation, and maybe 
that’s why I hesitate to gather it up and 
put it all in a storage tub until next 
December.  Planning and preparing for 
Advent, living through Advent and then 
planning,  preparing and “doing”  the 
Christmas services seems to take front 
����� ��� �	� 
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day, I’m doing what’s practical and 
necessary, but it feels very different  
when the big day finally shows up.  
Something shifts along the way to 
Christmas Eve – something mystical 
emerges, and I find myself transformed 
somehow. 
 

 In the “pre-pastor” days, 
I would feel a little blue 
after the holidays.  But 
living through Christmas 
as a pastor gives me a 
very different feeling – a 
feeling of beginning brand new with a 
year of church life. And though I’m 
usually physically tired and I need to get 
away for a few days to recover, 
emotionally and spiritually, it charges me 
up. 
 
I want to keep celebrating the birth of 
Jesus!   I want to feel deeply thankful for 
God’s Love through this birth!  I want to 
invite the Spirit to pound loudly in my 
heart …and I want to keep the 
decorations up just a little longer to 
remind me that Christmas is more than 
just a day’s worth of joy. 
 
"I will honour Christmas in my heart, and 
try to keep it all the year,” says the 
repentant Ebenezer Scrooge in Dickens’ 
“A Christmas Carol.” 
 
Maybe Old Scrooge had the right idea? 
 
May Christmas blessings, 
hope and peace continue 
to live in us all… 
 

“Keeping Christmas All Year Long” 
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By the time you’ve read this report the 
annual meeting will have passed and 
you’ll know all of the important things that 
have happened in the past year as well 
as what is planned for 2012.  What we 
don’t know and can’t plan for is how 
many new faces will appear at Sunday 
services and the reasons they decided to 
attend the First Congregational Church of 
Prescott.   
 
It’s really interesting sitting down and 
talking with guests of the church in 
Perkins Hall following a service.   One 
never knows what brought them in the 
door unless you sit down and discuss it 
with them.  Betty and I make it a habit, as 
do many of you, to find the visitors and 
take some time to find out where they are 
from, what brought them to FCC and 
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they plan on staying in Prescott or have 
they been here a while and just 
discovered FCC. 
 
It doesn’t take much effort to make 
someone feel at home at our church and 
the time spent with them may be just the 
catalyst that is needed to bring them 
back.  I would encourage each of you to 
get to know the visitors, as well as our 

own members, by spending some quality 
time each Sunday after the service 
sharing information.  Tell them about our 
conference and what it does for each 
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have several groups that may be of 
interest to them like Women’s Fellowship, 
Choir, Bells or Progressive Christianity. 
Whatever you say, deliver it with passion.  
Passion is a heartfelt energy that flows 
through us, not from us. It fills our hearts 
when we allow it to and it inspires others 
when we share it. It is like sunlight 
flowing through a doorway that we have 
just opened. It was always there. It just 
needed to be accepted and embraced. 
Under the right conditions, this "flow" 
appears effortless, easy and graceful. It 
is doing what it is meant to do. It is 
reminding us that we are meant to be 
purposeful. We are meant to be positive. 
We are meant to be passionate. 
 
People recognize passion in a person 
when it comes from the heart.  Try it next 
Sunday and whenever you are 
discussing your church to others.  We 
have a lot to be proud of at FCC and why 
�������
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have been blessed and we can share 
those blessings with passion. 
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The Sisterhood at Temple B'rith Shalom have invited our women's fellowship  to share 
"Purim"* with them on Monday, March 6 at 1 p.m. which includes a "Best Hat" 
contest. February 20 will be the last day to sign up, so please call Holly at the office if 
you plan to attend. We always have a fun time, if you haven't attended one of their 
events please consider coming this time, we will set up car pools from church.    
 
*"Purim" -- is a Jewish festival celebrated on the 14th day of Adar (the 6th month of the 
Jewish Calendar), that commemorates the deliverance of the Jews in Persia from 
destruction by Haman. 
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 ������������������ �by Joanne Storer,  
Women’s Fellowship Co-Coordinator �
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Our own Debbie Staats will be our new coffee coordinator host each  
Sunday.  

Now that we have the coffee taken care of,  we need cookies and 
snacks!  

If you would like to donate cookies or other treats please bring to 
church, labeled and wrapped for long-term storage in the freezer. 

 

��������	
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Meetings begin this year on Wednesday 
Feb 1 in Perkin's Hall at 11:30 a.m. Bring 
your lunch, beverage and dessert will be 
provided. 
 
Time to enjoy fellowship and make plans 
for March, April and June... bring your 
ideas!   May's meeting will be our Spring 
Luncheon with Ken Lain as our speaker, 
owner of Watters Garden Center. We 
invite ladies from Prescott 
United Methodist Church, Chino Valley 
Community Church, Temple B'rith 
Shalom and Faith United Community 
Church. Would someone like to design 
Invitations to be sent to these 
facilities? We have a lovely hand 
appliqued floral wall hanging to raffle for 
$1 for one ticket and 6 tickets for $5. 
    
I hope everyone has read our Women's 

Fellowship report in our  2011 Annual 
Report. Huge THANK YOU and hugs to 
all of you for your contributions. 
Especially large thank you to 
Sylvia  Staats for keeping our financial 
records. You are Awesome! 
 
More on Feb 1 at 11:30 a.m. Men are 
always welcome to our meetings and 
they can bring ideas for us to consider 
too. Until then blessings to all. 
 
P.S. We already have an invitation to 
Temple B'rith Shalom for March 6 at 1 
p.m., and there will be a "Best Hat" 
contest, Sign- Up  Sheet to attend will be 
in Perkins Hall on the Fellowship Bulletin 
Board, or call Holly at the church office. 
 
Get your Thinking Caps On !!     

This year, Vacation Bible School will take place 
from March 12 – 16, 8:30 am – 2:45 pm.   Our theme 
is,  
“The Holy Spirit and the Wizard of Oz.”   We need 
help with this wonderful program!  If you are interested 
in being a teacher or helping with food or in any other 
way (all day or part of one), please contact Marilyn 
Kerstine or Pastor Jane.  
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2012 Cabinet Members 
 

Moderator ............................................................................. Gordon Bergthold 
Moderator Elect .................................................................... John McCurdy 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Sylvia Staats 
Clerk ..................................................................................... Lee Ruether  
Trustee Chair ........................................................................ Al Beeson 
Deaconate Chair ................................................................... Julie McCurdy 
Christian Ed Chair ................................................................. Marilyn Kerstine  
Church Missions Chair .......................................................... Betty Bergthold 
Pastor Parish Relations ........................................................ Christy Dinsman 
Member at Large .................................................................. Kathy Stephens  

by Ruth Auchenbach, Christian Education Committee  

���������	
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Our FCCUCC library is completed in its 
re-organization although some materials 
may be re-located from time-to-time 
depending upon size of materials and 
need for shelf space. 
 
We hope to keep the library contained on 
the left wall as you enter and one section 
nearest the door on the right side. 
 
If you have discarded books to give us, 
please use the box marked: “Return 
books and donation here”. The box is at 
the room entrance. If there are many 
books you wish to donate, please call me 
at 928-771-0544 and tell me titles and 

types of books. 
 
We have placed books on shelves in the 
adult and children’s libraries by subject 
such as: Bible related subjects e.g. 
management committee formation, 
tapes, DVD’s, humor, etc. 
 
As soon as new books are property 
stamped and ready for shelving, we’ll 
begin circulating books from Perkins Hall 
on Sunday mornings. You’ll be able to 
check out the book(s), keep them for two 
weeks or less and return to box at door 
to library. 

����������	�
��	����
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

   1 
11:30 Women’s Fellowship 
Planning Meeting

5 
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Sunday School 
11:30  Coffee Time 
 

Scout Sunday 

6 
6:30 Progressive Christianity 

7 
1:00 “Knit Wits”  
6:30 Boy Scouts 

8 
5:30 Agape Soup/Bread
6:45 Choir Rehearsal

12 
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Sunday School 
11:30  Coffee Time 

13 
6:30 Progressive Christianity 

14 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:00 Trustees 

15 
6:45 Choir Rehearsal

19 
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Sunday School 
11:30  Coffee Time 

20 
6:30 Progressive Christianity 

21 
1:00 “Knit Wits”  
6:30 Boy Scouts 

22 
6:30 Ash Wednesday  
        Service in our 
        Sanctuary.
 

26 
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Sunday School 
11:30  Coffee Time 
 
Blanket Sunday 

27 
6:30 Progressive Christianity 

28 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

29 
6:45 Choir Rehearsal

����������	
��	
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Pastor Jane Vacation 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Women’s Fellowship 
Planning Meeting 

2 
7:00 Taizé Service 

3 4 
9:00 Cub Scouts Pine 
Wood Derby 

Agape Soup/Bread 
Choir Rehearsal 

9 10 11 
 
1:00 Sweet Adelines Con-
cert 

Choir Rehearsal 
16 
7:00 Taizé Service 

17 18 

Ash Wednesday   
Service in our  
Sanctuary. 

23 
6:30 Cub Scout Blue and 
Gold Banquet  
 
6:30 Cabinet Meeting 

24 25 

Choir Rehearsal 
   

Pastor Jane Vacation 
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DIACONATE:  
By Julie McCurdy 
 
No Diaconate report for January �
�

TRUSTEE:  
By Al Beeson 
 
A. Sanctuary Cooling Needs: 1. 

Schedule the in advance running of 
the evap air prior to events. 2. Work 
w/AZ Heating [Paul Williams] to 
determine the advantages and cost of 
the installation of a new of cupola 
exhaust fan. 3.  Replace plexi glass 
on south Sanctuary stain glass 
windows to low E glass, thermo pane. 
4. Look into high efficiency lighting for 
the Sanctuary [in existing fixtures] to 
reduce heat and energy use. At this 
meeting we met with Walker Glass to 
discuss installation diagram [plans] for 
the “Low-E” and costs bid of $14,320. 
These will be presented to the 
Cabinet and possible presentation at 
the Jan 30th FCC Annual Mtg. 

B. Doors repairs exterior Sanctuary/
Perkins Hall complex will start with 
the rear lower door and stage. This 
work by Renovations Inc. [Mike] is 
done and still needs a door closure 
added to upper door and adj to the 
lower door closure. Workmanship 
appears outstanding.  

C. Chancel wood railing design and 
installation requires a first class 
carpenter/furniture. Gary Cassidy an 
artist on Artist Studio Tour 2011- he 
submitted a second design/bid  cost 
$2500. Bid from Mike at Renovations 
Inc. was at +$4.8k. Have notified 
Gary of new [alt] design preliminary 
approval with pending mods. Next 
step is to meet and make small 
modifications to submitted plan, 
obtain new plan & bid adjustments 

and get this project started. 
D. Sound system. No major Problems. 

Need to start and complete a revised 
manual/lockup duty changes. Need to 
ADD recording of sermons sound in 
CD format, as old tape deck in not 
21st century. Spike has made inputs 
to John H. Recording to be controlled 
at existing desk back of Sanctuary, 
recorder est. $100-�����������
�����
�
est. $500. John H to work on this after 
approval. 

E. Basement [unfinished] clean up 
Trustee [advance] work party set for 
Saturday Feb 4th, meet 8am Lone 
Spur. This work party is to remove 
junk, clean area and organize like 
items for a  future work party which 
will be coordinated with Bill Linson, 
Pastor Jane and others to determine 
what stays [where & how best to 
store] and what goes? Members 
wanting to volunteer so we can add 
helpers to this future work party and 
important project are encouraged to 
contact Al.  

F. Investigate placement and build [in 
Perkins Hall of new choir robe 
cabinet. [W/some music storage?] 

G. Discussed possible FCC security 
system [8-units] to monitor Sanctuary, 
Perkins Hall and possible exterior of 
Office Bldg. We are awaiting a bid 
from Spike who did the City of 
Prescott Amory Bldg.  

H. John H talked to Rick Brown about 
Rick getting to the installation of bell 
tower access door and already 
purchased  ladder in the month of 
January 2012. 

I. Discussed possible future 
�������������� ��� ������
� �
����
discussions will be held with Pastor/
Moderator before any design/plans 
are made. 

“What’s Happening” continued on page 9 
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“What’s Happening” continued from page 8 
 
Note: John McCurdy noted his absence 
from the Trustees in 2012 [after Annual Mtg] 
due to his anticipated  change of duties. 
 
Note: there are other open projects for the 
Trustees, they will be maintained in an new 
open projects list.    
 
Note: Al to redo schedule/ assignment of 
Trustee lock up duties for 2012.  

Has everybody recovered from end of the 
year gift giving? In case you didn’t notice, 
the Mission Committee had no project for 
January. Hope that helped! 
 
But now we are ready to begin our year 
of giving opportunities. Remember, this is 
�����
�����
����������������
�������������
pick your favorites to support! 
 February 26 will be Blanket 
Sunday . For every $5 contributed, 
Church World Services provides a 
blanket to someone experiencing a 
disaster or extreme poverty. 
 
March 18 will be the collection for One 
Great Hour of Sharing. These 
resources are channeled for international 
programs in health, education and 
agriculture development, emergency 
relief and international and domestic 
disaster response. 
 
Nothing planned yet for April and June, 
but discussions are being held. 
 
May 27 will be the collection for 
Strengthen the Church . STC grows the 
future by funding the Still Speaking 
Ministry, new and renewing churches, 
youth and young adult ministries, and lay 
and pastoral leadership formation. 
 
Back by popular demand, we will sponsor 
the Community Cupboard  with meals in 
private homes. This will happen 
throughout the month of July. If you like 
to cook and would like to host a meal, 
contact Betty Bergthold or Holly in the 
office. Details to follow. 
 
In August we may be supporting Heifer 
International. This project still needs 
some firming up. But we do have some 
time. 
 
Our Church’s Wider Mission  will be 
collected throughout the year but will be 

emphasized in September. This support 
goes to the Southwest Conference and 
national settings. The UCC emphasizes 
God’s continuing testament in the world, the 
extravagant welcome of our churches and 
transformed lives. 
 
The first Sunday in October is when we will 
collect the Neighbors in Need offering. It 
supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the U.S. 
 
The Shoe Box Ministry (Operation 
Christmas Child-OCC) will culminate in 
November. Last year we sent 48 boxes over 
to Las Fuentes, the local collection point. 
They in turn sent 2,249 filled shoeboxes  off 
to the Flagstaff drop off location.  
 
During the December Christmas Eve service 
a collection will be taken for the Christmas 
Fund.  These monies help provide pension 
and supplemental health insurance to low-
income, retired church workers, plus 
emergency assistance to clergy families in 
need. 
 
As of today, that is the plan for the year. We 
are continuing to collect dry goods for the 
Community Cupboard on the first  Sunday of 
every month. Dinners for the women’s 
shelter (PAWS) are being delivered on a 
monthly basis as well.  
 
Any comments or suggestions should be 
addressed to Betty B.  
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 February Worship 
Leaders 

 
LAY READERS  
5th: Randy Cook 
12th: Christy Dinsman 
19th: Marilyn Kerstine 
26th: Gordon Bergthold 
 
USHERS 
5th: Jay & Marilyn Eby 
12th: Jay & Marilyn Eby 
19th: Jay & Marilyn Eby 
26th: Jay & Marilyn Eby 
 
 
GREETERS 
5th: Don & Joanne Storer, &  
 Shelly Sica 
12th: Lee Ruether, Randy Cook, & 
 Tarah Jones  
19th: Jim & Kay Gilpin & Family, & 
 Marilyn Lummel 
26th: Joanne Lussier & Betty Corn 
 
OFFERING COUNTERS 
Pete Norum 
Al Beeson 
Ron Solt 
Phil Preble 
 
 
COMMUNION SERVERS 
Judy & Brett Ely 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2/11 Phil Preble 
2/12 Thomas Robbins 
2/13 Ainsley Lloyd 
2/15 Lil Jorgenson 
2/17 Dorothy Jordan 
2/23 Shelly Sica 
2/27 Samantha Cook 

AGAPE SOUP/SUPPER 
Feb. 8 Betty & Gordon Bergthold 
Feb 29 Julie McCurdy 
March 7 Available 
March 14 Available 
March 21 Available 
March 28 Anne Solt 

 
Occurs every 

Wednesday at 5:30 
during Lent 

 
 

 
 

STATISTICS 
  Attendance       Offerings  
12/11 75 4,976 
12/18 87 3,673 
12/24 161 1,814 
  
Total Avg. 108 $10,463 
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Church Leadership Team 
Continued 

 

 
WOMAN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 Joanne Storer, Co-Chair 
 Sherry Hager, Co-Chair 
 Sylvia Staats, Treasurer 
 Gerri Lyons, Kitchen 
  
FOUNDATION   
 Tom Lloyd, President 
 Dr. Billie Alarie, Vice President 
 Al Beeson, Trustee Chair 
 Phil Preble, Treasurer 
 Jay Eby, Secretary  
  

CHURCH STAFF 
Licensed Minister Pastor Jane Cheek 
Office Administrator Holly Houston 
Director of Music Jane Osborn  
Organist Carole Sue Linson 
Custodian Bill Linson 
Child Care Josh Taylor 
Coffee Coordinator Debbie Staats  

Church Leadership Team 
 
 

CABINET 
Moderator Gordon Bergthold 
Moderator Elect John McCurdy 
Treasurer Sylvia Staats 
Clerk Lee Ruether  
Trustee Chair Al Beeson 
Deaconate Chair Julie McCurdy 
Christian Ed Chair Marilyn Kerstine 
Church Missions Chair Betty Bergthold 
Pastor Parish Relations Christy Dinsman 
Member at Large Kathy Stephens 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 Marilyn Kerstine Chair 
 Gerri Lyons 
 Jane Cheek 
 Ruth Auchenbach 
  

CHURCH VITALITY  
 Anne Solt 
 Pete Norum 
 

DIACONATE 
 Julie McCurdy, Chair 
 Judy Ely 
   

PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS   
 Christy Dinsman 
 
   

TRUSTEES 
 Al Beeson, Chair 
  Chuck Jarvi, Bldg & Grounds 
 Don Stephens 
 John Huff, Multimedia System 
 
CHURCH MISSIONS 
 Betty Bergthold, Chair 
 Bev Summers 
 Sherry Hager 
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First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

216 E. Gurley Street 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 445-4555   
Fax: (928) 445-4556 

www.FccUccPrescott.org 
office@FccUccPrescott.org 

 

The Parish Caller is published 
monthly. Also available online at 
www.FccUccPrescott.org. 
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