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by Pastor Jane Cheek

"The "Spiritual but not Religious" crowd
practices without preaching, prays
without sourcing: they soul without
body. The "Religious but not Spiritual”
crowd preaches without practicing. In
what was formerly called mainstream
religion, we spend our time keeping our
budgets from drowning and our roofs
from leaking: we material more than we
spiritual. The SBNR crowd wants to find
calm in the chaos and has already seen
too many spreadsheets at the office. The
RBNS crowd is afraid to find singable
hymns because we are still playing to
dwindling home constituencies who
"never did it that way." (Some of us also
get a lot out of a good hymn.) If you fear
that never the twain shall meet, join me."
Donna Schaper, Senior Minister of
Judson Memorial Church in New York
City.

The above quote comes straight from the
daily devotionals sent to me from the
United Church of Christ. The above
quote is a reflection of the concerns of

churches are in crisis, and the
discrepancies between the SBNRs and
the RBNSs seems to be a large part of
the problem. If you were to read to the
end of her commentary, you would see a
prayer that asks God to help us all be
both...because that's what God is. (If you
have access to the Internet, look up the
devotional for December 29).

At the risk of seeming a little smug, |
would like to offer that it sure feels to me
like we've figured this out as a
congregation, and our blending of both
worlds serves us well. We have
challenges with budget and maintaining
our property, but we don't allow those
concerns to smother our trust that God

adjustments as we must
to keep our doors open.
We know we'll be all
right.

And while we tend to
lean toward traditional
worship, | think we

manage to have a fresh
approach because we're pretty relaxed
(and even creative!) about how it all

while gently inserting some "new" ones.
If you attended Christmas Eve service,
you participated in an unusual candle-
lighting service! (Rather than pass light
back and forth in the pews, each person
came to the front of the sanctuary to light
a candle and place it in a pan filled with
sand...the end result was a large, lovely
glow that lit the whole church).

It seems we have learned that it's not
scary or threatening to blend the
Religious with the Spiritual, and allow our

exploring more progressive thoughts and
ideas about how we can live our
spirituality and faith. Yet, at the same
time it is clear there is respect for what
came before, for traditional viewpoints
and practices. We seem to accept that
we are all at different levels of faith
development, and it's OK, because love
for one another is at the root of who we
are and what we do...and that love was
first given to us by a God who is equally
as accepting...oy a God who gave us a
Son who was the Master of Tolerance.

The future is a question mark, but if we
continue to accept gradual, thoughtful,
respectful change (as we have been for

“Pastor’s Desk” Continued on page 4
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by Gordon Bergthold, Moderator

Well, 2011 has passed and we're head-
ed into a new year with great momentum.
The Christmas Eve event was well at-
tended by members and guests and the
hour long service featured a great story
by Pastor Jane, good music and a cele-
bration befitting the occasion.

As we head into 2012 let us remember
our progress over the past three years
and strive to serve God and his people in
a consistent manner remembering that,
“God Is Still Speaking.” This is more than
a saying, it's what we believe and prac-
tice at the United Church of Christ.

Our annual meeting is scheduled for Jan-
uary 29, 2012 following the church ser-
vice. This is a time for the leadership to
provide an overview of the past year and
to give you an opportunity to ask ques-
tions or provide feedback to the church
leaders regarding your concerns or prais-
es. We do listen and we want to hear
from you whenever you feel like offering
constructive criticism or thanks for a job
well done. Please read your annual re-
port before the meeting so that we can
eliminate duplications from the leader-
ship when it comes to their time to speak.

| would like to take this time to express
my appreciation for all of the church lead-
ership team who has made my time as

Moderator enjoyable and fruitful during
the past three years. We have estab-
lished a network of leaders who use
communication in such a positive manner
that we seldom need special meetings
and are able to do the church business
once monthly at our cabinet gathering in
the church office. You are welcome to
attend any of the cabinet meetings to ex-
perience the leaders in action.

We have great support from the South-
west Conference Office, especially from
Reverend John Dorhauer, the SWC Min-
ister who mentors Pastor Jane and me
whenever called upon. We in turn also
support the Southwest Conference with
Pastor Jane as the Moderator Elect and
Al Beeson as our representative to the
SWC Mission Planning Board. We are
blessed to have the resources available
to us both in written form when requested
and the various websites offered by the
conference for education and updates
from the United Church of Christ head-
quarters.

I'll close this monthly report with the fol-
lowing quote from Martin Luther King, Jr.
“The ultimate measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of comfort
and convenience, but where he stands at
times of challenge and controversy.”
These are great words for us to live by,
now and into the future.

Beginning in January the “Knit Wits” knitting group will meet in the church office’s
conference room and knit (Crochet) for a charitable cause.

Contact Donna Bauman for more information at 778-4153.

S First and Third Tuesday of each month at 1:00

First knitting session is January 3 and January 17
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From AARP

With about 55 million people receiving
Social Security benefits, it's no wonder
there are lots of scams aimed at
separating them from that money.
Here are three big ones:

1. "We're updating our records."

In a common ploy, identity thieves pose
as Social Security Administration
employees who are making sure files are
accurate. By phone, email or letter, they
ask for your personal data — Social
Security number, birth date, mother's
maiden name, bank account number —
information that can be used to steal your
identity and your money.

Social Security scams can come your
way by phone, email or letter.

Reality: Legitimate SSA reps don't
contact you by email, but may reply to
you by phone or letter if you've applied
for benefits. Before providing any
information, call Social Security yourself
at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY: 1-800-325-
0778) or visit your local SSA office to
verify that the contact is real.

2. "We'll get you a bigger check."

Beware of anyone who offers to help
you snag additional benefits for a "filing
fee."

Reality: The SSA does not charge filing
fees. If you feel you're due a higher
benefit, you can file an appeal yourself,
at no cost. It can be a complicated
process, so you're allowed to hire
someone to help you — but you should
find that person yourself. Social
Security regulates what these people

prosecution if they charge more.

3. "You've got a special tax refund
coming."

Scammers say by filing a new income
tax return, you can get a lump sum of
about $3,000 to compensate you for the
lack of Social Security COLA increases
in the past two years.

Reality: You'll be charged $30 or more
to file new tax forms, and you'll get no
refund. But you'll have given away a
trove of personal information.

“Pastor’'s Desk” Continued from page 2

the past three years) with God at the center of it all, we will bring both worlds through

our doors.

The Spirit of cooperation and love for God and for one another draws us together as it

and Spiritual as

we look ahead into this New Year and what it might have in store for us.

God's Peace to us all!

€
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by Ruth Auchenbach, Christian Education Committee

Old Befana is waiting in the children's
room for you—adult or child! It's now
after Christmas and you're tired, a bit
cranky, had enough cooking and
cleaning up. You will identify with Befana!

The Legend of Old Befana by Tomi de
Paola takes you to a small Italian village
where Befana lives and is always
sweeping — and baking.

But one night something happens when
she is tucked into bed asleep. A great
light illuminates the room, a star!

At dawn Befana begins her daily
sweeping. It is then she hears bells
ringing and suddenly a glorious
procession of animals and people
approach. Three royal—looking men with
crowns on their head stop and ask: “Is
this the way to Bethlehem? We are
searching for the Child.”

“There are many children,” says Old
Befana, sweeping still. “But this one is a
King” the men reply. “I know nothing of
royal matters,” Old Befana says. “Our
books tell us,” say the Kings, “that when
a bright star appears, the Child King will
be born in Bethlehem.” “The star | have
seen,” Befana says, “It kept me awake all
night! Now excuse me, | have work to
do.”

It was a child leading a camel who
explained to Old Befana that the Child
the Kinds talked of would change the
world, that he was coming for the poor.
Befana watched the procession go down
the road. “A Child King... Bethlehem...
sweep, sweep, sweep, “coming to
change the world, coming for the poor.”

She went back to her home and baked all
day, filled a basket with cakes, cookies
and candles, put on a shawl, swept her
house, the front step, the walk down to
the road.

She ran at first, then faster. Her breath
was labored her legs ached. At least
sitting beside the road unable to go
further, she cried, “I'll never catch up.
And where is Bethlehem? I'll never find
the Baby Kind!”

Suddenly there was light, angels singing!
Old Befana ran faster and faster. She
was running in the sky! She never found
the Child in Bethlehem and still searches.

Every year on the Feast of the Three
Kings, January the sixth, Old Befana runs
across the sky, visiting all the children of
Italy and leaves them goodies and gifts.

| hope Christmas you ran to the crib in
Bethlehem, saw a great light, heard
angels singing, helped a family member
or friend.

Old Befana is sitting on the top shelf of
the children’s library waiting for you to
reassure her that the child of Bethlehem
lives in her heart, our hearts, the search
is over!

o~
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HAPPYNEWYEM Jar

Sun Mon Tue
1 2 3 4
10:30 Worship 6:45
10:30 Sunday School Office Closed 1:00 “Knit Wits”
11:30 Coffee Time 6:30 Boy Scouts
New Year’s Day

Pastor Jane Vacation

8 9 10 11
10:30 Worship 6:30 Progressive Christianity | 6:30 Boy Scouts 5:3C
10:30 Sunday School 7:00 Trustees Bree
11:30 Coffee Time 6:45
15 16 17 18
10:30 Worship 6:30 Progressive Christianity 6:45
10:30 Sunday School 1:00 “Knit Wits”
11:30 Coffee Time 6:30 Boy Scouts
Pastor Jane/ New Orleans 23 24 25
10:30 Worship 6:30 Progressive Christianity | 6:30 Boy Scouts 6:45

10:30 Sunday School
11:30 Coffee Time

New Members (Welcome
during worship

29

10:30 Worship

10:30 Sunday School
2011 Annual Meeting
(after worship potluck!)

30
6:30 Progressive Christianity

31
6:30 Boy Scouts

No matter who you are, or where you are on lifelsrpey, you are welcome here.



uary 201

Wed Thu Fri Sat
5 6 7
 Choir Rehearsal 7:00 Taizé Service
12 13 14
pm Agape Soup/
1d
- Choir Rehearsal
19 Pastor Jane to New Orleans for SW Conference

 Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Taizé Service

 Choir Rehearsal

26

27

28
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DIACONATE:

By Julie McCurdy

No Diaconate Meeting in November.

TRUSTEE:

By Al Beeson

1. Sanctuary Cooling Needs: 1. Schedule the in
advance running of the evap air prior to
events. 2. Work w/AZ Heating seem not to
[so far] encourage the installation of a new of
cupola exhaust fan. 3. Awaiting bid Walker
glass on low E glass for Sanctuary exterior
glass. 4. Look into high efficiency lighting for
the Sanctuary [in existing fixtures] to reduce
heat and energy use.

Doors repairs exterior Sanctuary/Perkins Hall
complex have started with the rear lower
door and stage. We will evaluate the
replacement steel door work done to
determine and evaluate this contractor for
other exterior door repairs. Renovations Inc.
Mike Bevier is doing the work.

Chancel wood railing design and installation
requires a first class carpenter/furniture. Gary
Cassidy an artist on Artist Studio Tour 2011-
he submitted a second design/bid, open

with posts est _cost $1250 Still no bid from
Mike at Renovations Inc., Al to contact to
determine interest and timeline.

Heating of the basement choir room via
addition of vent [heat] deflector was done AZ
Heating [Paul Williams] on Nov for $241 Bill
Linson has deflectors as vents are positioned
to hit beam. Room is, so far, warmer.

Sanctuary bell tower add ladder and
modification to trap door for venting
purposes. R Brown has already purchased
ladder, and indicated in early Dec availability
to finish this long open project.

Investigate the replacement of some of stem
wall wood Office Bldg/check for termites/paint
to match.

Sound system. No major Problems. Start up:
a) desk power ON 1% b) then master [key]
pwr ON., Turn off :Master pwr OFF the Desk
pwr OFF. Still need a revised manual/lockup
duty changes.

Basement [unfinished] clean up work party
set for Saturday TBD in Jan 2012. and will
need to coordinate with Pastor/Bill Linson and
others to determine what stays [where & how
best to store] and what goes? Members
wanting to volunteer so we can add helpers
to this important and needed project are
encouraged to contact Al.

Exterior masonry work needed exterior/
chimney Perkins Hall bldg, interior choir
room.

Investigate placement and build [in Perkins
Hall of new choir robe cabinet. [w/some
music storage?] This is a Trustee project and
requires alteration of storage on stage and in
PH storage cabinets/ addition for shelving
music storage.

Build out unfinished basement: decide what
design/when and provide for waterproofing
exterior walls. Provide ample storage
cabinets etc for users.

Look at replacement of flooring material for
existing basement rooms as indicated.
Consider carpet tile? Surface treatment of tile
or paint is possible, safety and heat loss
issues remain TBD.

AZ Seamless Gutters needs to be contacted
to repair gutter leak near Alarcon upper door.

Evaluation of a security camera system for
PH and Sanctuary is in process.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:

by Barbara McClure

No CE Meeting in December.
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by Betty Bergthold, Mission Chair

Happy New Year from your Mission
Committee! In the annual report you will
see a complete breakdown of the
financial activities of our committee. But |
would like to tell you a little about how we
spent the $1,000 we had in our mission
budget. Throughout the year we were
blessed to have the capital to assist
projects that came up a bit short. We also
made a couple of contributions in support
of our denominations huge mission effort
in November called Mission:1 .

But now, with the end of the year
approaching, we had $600 left to share
with some of our favorite mission
projects. Our 3 choices to receive $200
each were: Habitat for Humanity , Sherry
Hager’s missionary friends, the Siakis in
South Africa, and SNAP, the special

A

-
*“

Jan3 @ 1:00  “Knit Wits”
Jan 5,19 @ 7:00 Taizé Service

Jan 11 @ 5:30 Agape Soup/
Supper Meditation

Jan 22 @ 11:30 New/Transfer
Member Service!

Jan 29 @ 11:30 Annual Meeting

needs activity folks who come and sign
(sic) songs for us occasionally.

We will begin our mission project year in
February with Blanket Sunday. Last
year’s Blanket Sunday was squeezed out
by more pressing, local mission needs,
so let’s hit it with a vengeance this yeatr!

Our Operation Christmas Child
(shoeboxes) collection in November was
successful again. 48 shoeboxes were
delivered to the collection site by the
Beesons. A big thank you to all who
helped at the various stages of this
heartwarming project. By the way, this is
an example of how we used the above
mentioned mission budget. We
purchased some missing items to allow
us to send even more boxes and give
more kids Christmas joy!

Never Ever Give Up
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December Worship

Leaders
LAY READERS
1st: Tom Lloyd
8th: Al Beeson
15th: Anne Solt
22nd: Ruth Auchenbach
29th: John Huff

USHERS
6th:

13th:
20th:
27th:

GREETERS

1st: Art & Bev Summers

8th: Charles & Doris Hille, and
Ruth Auchenbach

15th: Pat Welch & Pat Grennell

22nd:Reina Yoss, Marilyn Kerstine,

29th: Roland & Carolyn Wood

OFFERING COUNTERS
Pete Norum

Al Beeson

Ron Solt

COMMUNION SERVERS
Judy & Brett Ely

COFFEE HOST (Signup in Perkins Hall)

1st:
8th:
15th:
22nd:
29th:

ALTAR FLOWERS/WHEELCHAIR
1st: Available
8th: Available
15th: Available
22nd:Available
29th: Available

STATISTICS

Attendance Offerings
11/6 89 4,124.05
11/13 51 773
11/20 75 1,953
11/27 69 1,088.25
Total Avg. 71 $7,938.30

1/1 Don Storer

1/2 Wayne Lance
1/3 Ralph Dinsman
1/7 Pat Welch

1/7 Joanne Baer
1/8 Evelyn Bennett
1/10 Darcy Walker
1/10 Hannah Lusk
1/10 Rachael Lusk
1/15 Nitaray Thomas
1/18 Marilyn Lummel
1/23 Charline Payne
1/25 Jane Cheek
1/26 Ray Duffy

1/28 Don Alarie
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Church Leadership Team

CABINET

Moderator Gordon Bergthold
Treasurer Sylvia Staats
Clerk Sherry Hager
Trustee Chair Al Beeson

Deaconate Chair Julie McCurdy
Christian Ed Chair Barbara McClure
Church Missions Chair Betty Bergthold
Pastor Parish Relations Christy Dinsman
Member at Large John McCurdy

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Barbara McClure, Chair
Gerri Lyons
Jane Cheek
Ruth Auchenbach

CHURCH VITALITY
Anne Solt
Pete Norum

DIACONATE
Julie McCurdy, Chair
Judy Ely

PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS
Christy Dinsman

STEWARDSHIP
Don Storer
Betty Bergthold
Ron Solt

TRUSTEES
Al Beeson, Chair
John McCurdy, Vice Chair
Chuck Jarvi, Bldg & Grounds
Don Stephens
John Huff, Multimedia System

Church Leadership Team
Continued

CHURCH MISSIONS
Betty Bergthold, Chair
Bev Summers
Sherry Hager

WOMAN'’S FELLOWSHIP
Joanne Storer, Chair
Sherry Hager, Vice Chair
Sylvia Staats, Treasurer
Gerri Lyons, Kitchen

FOUNDATION
Tom Lloyd, President
Dr. Billie Alarie, Vice President
Al Beeson, Trustee Chair
Phil Preble, Treasurer
Jay Eby, Secretary

CHURCH STAFF

Licensed Minister
Office Administrator

Pastor Jane Cheek
Holly Houston

Director of Music Jane Lawler
Organist Carole Sue Linson
Custodian Bill Linson

Child Care Josh Taylor

First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
216 E. Gurley Street
Prescott, AZ 86301
(928) 445-4555
Fax: (928) 445-4556
www.FccUccPrescott.org
office@FccUccPrescott.org

The Parish Caller is published
monthly. Also available online at
www.FccUccPrescott.org.

No matter who you are, or where you are on lifelsrpey, you are welcome here. 11




FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
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