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In the apostle Paul’s famous defense of his ministry, he
characteristically provides a resume of accomplishments, and
then concludes with a series of paradoxes:

We are treated as imposters, and yet are true;

As unknown, and yet are well known;

As dying, and see - we are alive;

As punished, and yet not killed;

As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;

As poor, yet making many rich; ‘

As having nothing, and yet possessing everything,

Alongside this I placed two recent articles in the Arizona
Republic from May which talked about giving and volunteering;

“Poor are most generous givers,” and “Doing good just feels
good.

Recent surveys have confirmed what many already knew: That
the poorest 20% of the American population are the most generous
givers as a proportion of their income. Herbert Smith a Seventh Day
Adventist tithes his $1100 a month disability income. He commented
“that poor people give more because in some ways they worry less
about their money. We’re not scared of poverty the way rich people
are.” Paul says we are treated as poor, yet making many rich, as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything,

I recall the day that I was eating in a fast food restaurant in San

Francisco, and watched as a man digging through the trash can for
aluminum cans and returnable bottles, was approached by another,
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