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   September  2011 

�� n September 18, 
our worship 
service will look 

and sound a lot like it did in 
1912 – we are part of the 
Arizona Centennial Celebration 
in Prescott and the public has 
been invited to attend!  So, if 
you are interested in taking a 
more active part in the worship, 
you can “dress the part”: it 
would be great fun to have 
some members in costume.  
Men, you might wear slacks, 

white or pin-striped shirts, 
suspenders and a bow tie.  If you 
could find a bowler hat or a straw hat, 
either would work.  Ladies, you could 
wear a dark, straight skirt, a white, 
frilly blouse and broach or ribbon 
bow, (or an all –white dress) and (if 
you can find one) a nice broad-
rimmed hat.  This is in the spirit of the 
weekend – and NOT required – 
please DO come to church in 
costume or not.   

Frances Lillian Willard Munds  
Circa 1914 
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From the Pastor’s Desk by Pastor Jane Cheek  

The word is out…
FCCUCC is NOT a 
stuffy old church full of 
even stuffier old 
people!   
 

I get feedback on a regular basis that 
tells me visitors think 1) we have a 
beautiful historic building, 2) we are 
fairly traditional in our worship (without 
the screens and power point in the 
sanctuary), 3) guests are comfortably 
and warmly greeted, 4) the pastor isn’t 
very traditional, but not too far removed 
from being reverent, 5) even if we don’t 
have many children, we are prepared to 
offer child care and Sunday School and 
6) we aren’t afraid to bring in guest 
musicians with some unusual offerings 
to modernize our worship services.   
 
In other words, we may be a little more 
mature in our overall appearance at 
FCCUCC, but we have young hearts 
and we demonstrate progressive 
thinking and flexibility in how we do 
things around here.  
 
I think it’s what makes us unique – and 
when we add to the obvious physical 

stuff  just mentioned the good work so 
many of you do in your missions inside 
and outside this church – it seems we 
are quickly becoming known in this town 
as a great place to worship and do good 
in the world.  And that’s precisely what 
we want to be… 
 
So, my message today is one of 
thanksgiving for all of you and for all of 
these blessings.  We are moving through 
our third year together and we are 
gearing up for more of the same 
beginning on September 11 with a Rally 
Day kickoff of our program year.  While 
we will have some quiet and reflective 
prayers and silence to recognize the 10th 
Anniversary of the attacks to this nation 
on 9/11/2001, we will also celebrate our 
church’s life with the return of our choir, 
of Sunday School and the possibility of 
other opportunities to learn and grow 
together, and celebrate our faith. 
 
God is good - and I am so grateful to 
work with, teach and lead such a 
wonderful collection of friends in Christ… 
 

An opportunity to learn…  
 

In October, Pastor Jane will facilitate a series of discussions from Sojourner 
Magazine focused on the religion, Islam.  The curriculum has been designed to 
encourage deep study with the use of several articles to be read before discussion 
at each session (provided in advance), and she also has a PBS video on the topic 
to enhance the Sojourner course.  There are so many misconceptions about this 
faith and its people – here is a chance to clear up questions you 
might have and to gain new insights into how this very old religion 
intertwines with our own faith lives as Christians.  There is no 
����������	
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month of September.  The meetings, lasting about 2 hours each 
week, will begin at 10 a.m. on the following Saturdays: Oct. 1, Oct. 
15, Oct. 22 and Oct. 29.  (There will not be a meeting on Oct. 8). 
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Moderator’s Message by Gordon Bergthold, Moderator  
 Another month has rolled by and 
the church is still humming with activity.  
Just yesterday there was standing room 
only for Senator John McCain’s Town 
Hall Meeting held in our church.  The 
Senator’s contingency of people was 
around ten total, plus the ten or so media 
and press and three plain clothes 
policemen from the Prescott Police 
Department. Pastor Jane and I stood 
guard at the two entrances to the 
sanctuary while John Huff handled the 
sound.  John brought a patriotic CD to 
play while people were waiting for 
Senator McCain and when the CD 
looped through the songs and played the 
national anthem some 200 people stood 
at attention and expected the senator to 
walk in any second….I had to yell, “false 
alarm” while John skipped to the next 
song.   
 It was a light moment before an 
intense Town Hall meeting where people 
came prepared to air their feelings, both 
pro and con, about the activities of our 
government and the senator’s 
participation in the events of the past and 
of what’s to come.  He handled himself 
like most politicians and spent about an 
hour fielding questions and offering some 
rebuttal and agreeing with many of the 
concerns of those in attendance. 
I mention this activity that was held at the 
First Congregation Church because it’s 
another of our community outreach 

programs that shows our interest in civil 
meetings that appeal to the residents of 
Prescott and the surrounding area.  
Several of the participants from another 
group that were meeting below in the 
�
������ ����� �
	��
�	� ��� �
	����� 
�� ��	�
heartwarming to me to know that we 
were contributing to their political 
awareness as well as hosting yet another 
community event without endorsing any 
political position. 
 Many of the attendees ask about 
the church history and all three of us 
offered a bit of information that added to 
the event and gave those who were 
inquisitive a good perspective of the FCC 
and its role in the history of Prescott.  
Yes, we should be proud of our church 
and the role it has played in the history of 
Prescott, and we should all be more 
knowledgeable about the building and 
what the United Church of Christ stands 
for in the world.  When asked what the 
UCC was all about I simply stated, “No 
matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey you are welcome 
here.” That prompted several very 
positive comments like, “that’s what a 
church should be”. 
 We are doing good things in the 
community and we will continue to serve 
the needs of all of God’s children in a 
manner that satisfies not only those in 
need, but those who serve as well. 

�����   
�����������	
��
���
��
��
������

 
Please join us for prayer, meditation and song at the 
Taizé� Service  September 1 and September 15 at  
7 pm.  We will be holding these services every first & 
third Thursday of the month at 7 pm . 
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by Ruth Auchenbach, Christian Education Committee  
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 Jonathan C. Reed has written a 
much needed and welcome introduction 
to what careful and responsible use of 
archaeology can bring to the study of the 
New Testament. Its title is The Harper 
Collins Visual Guide to the New 
Testament -  What archaeology Reveals 
About the First Christmas. It’s on the 
shelves of our library.  
 On one level the book is important 
simply as a collection of visual resources 
for the archaeology study of the world in 
which the New Testament was written. It 
contains beautiful color photographs of a 
�
��� ������ ��� ����������
���� �����
����
maps, floor plans, etc. The greater 
importance of the book lies in Reed’s 
concise, careful instruction to the 
Archaeology of the New Testament 
World. He tours the reader through the 
Mediterranean and spends more time on 
sites and data not actually mentioned in 
the New Testament than it does on 
those that are. He delves into the 
legacies of Alexandra The Great and of 
Augustus, the first Roman Emperor. A 

chapter reports what is known about the 
Galilee in which Jesus spent most of his 
life, concluding that it was relatively poor 
and less urbanized, Hellenized and 
Romanized than other parts of Palestine. 
His discussion of houses and roof 
construction in the Mediterranean sheds 
light on the intriguing passage in Mark in 
which several men dig through a roof in 
order to let a man down through the hole 
to be healed by Jesus. Most houses in 
first Century Galilee would have had thick 
roofs made of packed reeds and mud. 
Luke’s re-telling of the story imagines a 
more urbanized and probably wealthier 
setting, and therefore has the men 
removed tiles from the roof in order to let 
the paralytic man down.  

Save the date!   
 
Women’s Fellowship Potluck 
Supper will be September 7  
at 5:30 pm.  Special Guest:   
Our own Resident Historian  

Jay Eby!   
 
 Bring a salad, veggie 
dish or dessert… 

On August 22, as part of our civic duty, we 
provided a space for Senator John McCain to 
hold a town hall meeting where the community 
had an opportunity to ask the Senator 
questions. 
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DEATH DEFYING ACT  
 

Have you ever considered doing a death defying act?  Well, you don't have to 
bungee jump off a tall building to accomplish this feat.  

 
Another option is to remember our church in your will. 

������������	
���������
���������	
����
		
��������	��

������������������������
desires. 

Or an especially appreciated gift would be an undesignated one.  
This  would give the church leaders the option to use it where it is most needed. 

Please contact Don Storer (775-2171), if you have any questions about your death 
defying act! 

- Stewardship Committee 

November begins our collection for shoebox items. Shoeboxes go to children ages 
2-4, as well as to school-aged children. Small picture books, pens, pencils, writing 
pads and solar are always a good choice. 
 
Please do not include:  
�	��������������
���	����� -related items such as toy guns, 
��
��	�����
�
������
����	������������������������ -of-������������
�
��
�	�������
��	�����
���
��	�����
���
�	������������
���	����
aerosol cans.  

Jesus said “You are the light that gives light to the world.” 
Let’s share our light with the children who will receive these 
shoe boxes.  

 !
���������������������
���������"�

                       

 
 
 

Sunday School������������	
������
���
���������������������	�
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Gather to Worship���������������	
�����������
�
�
������	�������������
���

�

We’re ready to get back to work in God’s Church – Join Us! 
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What’s Happening... 
DIACONATE:  
By Julie McCurdy 
 
Greeting cards for our shut-ins and out-of 
town members:  sent July 10, with love 
and assistance from many of our 
"honorary deacons." 
 
Window coverings at back of sanctuary:  
Are the blinds doing what we need them 
to do?  Do we need something else?  
This matter will be shared with the 
cabinet.  (After cabinet discussion, it was 
decided that we will purchase and install 
sheers over the existing blinds, thus 
softening the look of the wall and 
allowing the blinds to be slightly opened.) 
 
Banners for sanctuary:   Joanne Storer is 
preparing new "Ordinary Time" banners 
with fall colors, to be hung for Rally Day 
in September and throughout the fall, 
until Advent. 
 
We are planning to have a new banner 
made, with our new Mission Statement 
� !�� 	����� "��� �
��� #���� �
	���
����
sharing, and acting with compassion and 
fairness to all.")  It will hang in the 
sanctuary on the wall by the door leading 
into Perkins Hall. 
 
TRUSTEE:  
By Al Beeson 

It was discussed and decided that the old 
Minutes format -Old Business-New 
business be dropped for a new format of 
a projects Priority Number listing. This 
new concept well be further refined in the 
months ahead, and should better 
communicate not only the open projects 
by there priority as determined by the 
Trustees.  

Priority : 

1 . Sanctuary Cooling Needs: 1. 
Schedule the in advance running of the 
evap air prior to events. 2. Work w/AZ 
Heating {Paul Williams] to determine the 
advantages and cost of the installation of 
a new of cupola exhaust fan. 3. Continue 
efforts of finding and obtaining bids on 
low E glass for Sanctuary exterior glass. 
4. Look into high efficiency lighting for the 
Sanctuary [in existing fixtures] to reduce 
heat and energy use. 5. Obtain bid for 
installation of 2 more ceiling fans at the 
back of the Sanctuary, including a 3rd 
possible fan for the choir loft. [4] 

2.  Doors repairs exterior Sanctuary/
Perkins Hall complex will start with the 
rear lower door and stage. We will 
evaluate the work done to determine 
contractor[s] needed for other exterior 
door repairs. We will attempt to hire Roy 
Spivey [Roy's Home Repair] to work on 
the initial phase of this project. 

3. Chancel wood railing design and 
installation is needed and requires a first 
class carpenter/furniture maker and 
efforts to locate same are underway on 
this important project. Members are 
encouraged to recommend any excellent 
journeyman they know of hear about. 

4. Heating of the basement choir room 
via addition of vent [heat] deflector will be 
done by working with AZ Heating  [Paul 
Williams] before October 2011.  

5. Mod of trailer [Pancake Bkfst] and to 
storage bldg w/b via a work party on 
Saturday August 13, 8 AM  

6. Sanctuary bell tower add ladder and 
modification to trap door for venting 
purposes. 

7. Check light fixtures in basement [CE] 

Continued on page 7 
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“What’s Happening” Continued from page 6 

making noise. Chuck Jarvi to check and 
repair [ballast?] This may entail some 
replacement of some of the light fixtures. 

8. Investigate the replacement of some 
of stem wall wood Office Bldg/check for 
termites/paint to match. 

9.  Sound system. any Problems?? Need 
to start and complete a revised manual.  

10. Basement [unfinished] clean up work 
party set for Saturday Sept 10  8 am and 
will need to coordinate with Bill Linson 
and others to determine what stays 
[where & how best to store] and what 
goes? Members wanting to volunteer so 
we can add helpers to this important and 
needed project are encouraged to 
contact Al.  

Photo Directory  
 
 

September 13 and September 14 
from  

1:00 pm - 8:20 pm in Perkins Hall.  
 

Sign up sheets in Perkins Hall. 
 

No Choir Rehearsal on 
Wednesday, September 7 due 

to the  
Women’s Fellowship Potluck. 

 

Choir returns on  
September 11. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  
by Barbara McClure 
 
Fall Offerings—Learning for All. 
 
Children—Sunday School will resume 
Sunday, September 11. Children will 
attend church until after the children’s 
sermon then go to the CE room for a 
lesson. Children will learn about how they 
can be a part of God’s world. A group of 
4-5 adults will provide the lesson. 
 
Adults– Exploring Progressive 
Christianity Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church library. This group will be planning 
new content to explore this fall. Stay 
posted, the group is gaining numbers, 
come join in great discussions! 
 
Library—Grand opening and introduction 
on October 9. Read about new books in 
monthly issues of The Parish Caller. 
What books would you like in the library?  

by Pete Norum 

����������	
���
��
�������������  

Wait! Can’t we (should we?) donate to 
OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) in 
any month? Why should we donate? 
 
Our budget for 2011 includes an 
expenditure item of $1,000 for OCWM. 
However, the income from this line item 
is not included in pledge or other usual 
income items. 
 
It must come from your individual 
donations to FCC’s OCWM line item. So 
far this year $700 has been contributed to 
this line item. 
 
So September is OCWM Emphasis 
Month. Contribute a check, noting 
OCWM in the memo line, or by cash with 
your note that it is for OCWM. 
 
Remember, 75% of our OCWM amount 
stays in the Southwest Conference, 25% 
is sent on to the National setting of the 
UCC. 
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Mission Matters  �by Betty Bergthold, Mission Chair 

As fall is HOPEFULLY approaching, we 
move into a new season of mission 
projects. On September 16, we will be 
serving a meal to the women and children 
at PAWS (Prescott Area Women’s 
Shelter). This was our August project but 
we are considering hosting once a month 
for the rest of the year. If you would like 
to contribute a prepared food item, call 
Betty B. at 445-8256.  

Our September mission is OCWM (Our 
Church’s Wider Mission). You will be 
hearing more about this from Pete Norum 
throughout the month. 

Our Fair Trade Faire will be in November 
this year. Watch for details in your next 
Parish Caller. 

The month of November will culminate 
the Operation Christmas Child  
collection. Hope you are taking 
advantage of the back to school sales 
that are being advertised! Items that we  

hope to put into each shoebox are: 

•  bar of soap 
•  wash cloth, hand towel 
•  comb and brush 
•  tooth brush and tooth paste 
•  hair ties for girls 
•  pencils, pens, pencil sharpeners, 

 erasers 
•  Crayons or colored pencils 
•  notebook 
•  scissors 
•  one other toy 
 

Your purchases can be dropped into the 
box in Perkins Hall. THANK YOU! Cuddly 
toys are not needed this year thanks to a 
large donation of Beanie Babies!  

And finally, the tally is in for the meals in 
July to benefit the Community Cupboard: 
164 food items and $470.00! And all 
concerned had a great time! We’ll do that 
one again! 

Will  You Please Pick Up All Your Clothes? 
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 September Worship 
Leaders 

 
LAY READERS  
4th:  Sherry Hager 
11th: Barbara McClure 
18th: Gordon Bergthold 
25th: Anne Solt 
 
USHERS 
4th:  Jay & Marilyn Eby 
11th:  
18th: Phil & Murl Preble  
25th: Phil & Murl Preble  
 
GREETERS 
4th:  Art & Bev Summers 
11th: Charlie & Doris Hille, and  
  Ruth Auchenbach 
18th: Pat & Cindy Welch, and  
  Pat Grennell 
25th: Sherry Hager, Reina Yoss, and  
  Marilyn Kerstine 
 
OFFERING COUNTERS 
Pete Norum 
Sherry Hager 
Al Beeson 
Ron Solt 
 
COMMUNION SERVERS 
Judy & Brett Ely 

 
COFFEE HOST (Signup in Perkins Hall) 
4th:  Barbara McClure 
11th: Kris Chatfield  
18th: 
25th: 
 
 

9/5 Tarr Char 
9/7 Christy Dinsman 
9/9 John Favour 
9/17 Mardell Hull 
9/20 Naomi Coppock 
9/22 Arlene Relth 
9/30 Dave Chatfield 
9/30 Marilyn Kerstine 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS/WHEELCHAIR 
4th:  Anonymous  
11th: Kris Chatfield  
18th: Anonymous  
25th:  Anonymous  

 
 
 

STATISTICS 
  Attendance       Offerings  
07/03 69 3,983.00 
7/10 68 1,429.75 
717 61 1,616.56 
7/24 77 2,324.65 
7/31 53 1,278.00
   
Total Avg. 66 $10,631.96 
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Church Leadership Team 
Continued 

 

Church Missions 
 Betty Bergthold, Chair 
 Bev Summers 
 Sherry Hager 
 
Woman’s Fellowship 
 Joanne Storer, Chair 
 Sherry Hager, Vice Chair 
 Sylvia Staats, Treasurer 
 Gerri Lyons, Kitchen 
  
Foundation   
 Tom Lloyd, President 
 Dr. Billie Alarie, Vice President 
 Al Beeson, Trustee Chair 
 Phil Preble, Treasurer 
 Jay Eby, Secretary  
  

Church Staff 
Licensed Minister Pastor Jane Cheek 
Office Administrator Holly Houston 
Director of Music Jane Lawler  
Organist Carole Sue Linson 
Custodian Bill Linson 
Child Care Josh Taylor 

Church Leadership Team 
 
 

Cabinet 
Moderator Gordon Bergthold 
Treasurer Sylvia Staats 
Clerk Sherry Hager 
Trustee Chair Al Beeson 
Deaconate Chair Julie McCurdy 
Christian Ed Chair Barbara McClure 
Church Missions Chair Betty Bergthold 
Pastor Parish Relations Christy Dinsman 
Member at Large John McCurdy 
 

Christian Education 
 Barbara McClure, Chair 
 Gerri Lyons 
 Jane Cheek 
 Ruth Auchenbach 
  

Church Vitality  
 Anne Solt 
 Pete Norum 
 

Diaconate 
 Julie McCurdy, Chair 
 Judy Ely 
   

Pastor Parish Relations   
 Christy Dinsman 
 
Stewardship    
 Don Storer 
 Betty Bergthold 
 Ron Solt 
  
   

Trustees 
 Al Beeson, Chair 
 John McCurdy, Vice Chair 
 Chuck Jarvi, Bldg & Grounds 
 Don Stephens 
 John Huff, Multimedia System 

The Parish Caller 
 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

216 E. Gurley Street 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 445-4555   
Fax: (928) 445-4556 

www.FccUccPrescott.org 
office@FccUccPrescott.org 

 

The Parish Caller is published 
monthly. Our newsletter is also 
available online at 
www.FccUccPrescott.org. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
216 E GURLEY ST 
PRESCOTT AZ  86301 
 

 
 
 

I have a great need for Christ; I have a great Christ for my need.  

~ Spurgeon 


